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Dear Friends in Christ, 

So the story of the rich man 

and Lazarus has always 

been a story which has 

made me uncomfortable.  

I suspect the same is true 

for you.  But it is in scripture.  

It is here on the lips of 

Jesus.  It won't go away. I 

bring it to your attention in 

this article because I invite 

you to think about world 

hunger, the first part of our 

three part yearlong synod 

focus on hunger, poverty, 

and racial injustice. If you 

are unfamiliar with the 

story, or want to read it again, it is recorded in  

Luke 16:19-31. 
 

Did you know Lazarus is your neighbor?   
Have you seen Lazarus in our cities?  Have you seen 

him in Grand Forks? Fargo? Devils Lake?  

Jamestown?  Wahpeton? Have you seen him in rural 

counties like Towner?  Kidder?  Dickey?  Have you 

seen him through travels to a Third World country?  

Have you seen him in pictures of thousands of 

refugee camps where war and famine have driven 

people together?  Some of these Lazarus-like people 

live close and some live far away, but they are all 

our neighbors.   

 

Did you know we are the rich man?    
Jesus' story is a warning against two things in us.   

The first is apathy. In this parable, there is no contact 

at all between these two men -- and there's the rub. 

The rich man had resources to help, but he didn't 

care. His sin is not that he caused Lazarus' hunger, or 

that he kicked him as he walked through the gate 

every day, or that he mistreated him in any way. His 

sin is not that he did bad things to Lazarus, but that 

he did nothing. Simply put, he just didn't care. 
 

The rich man is probably like some people you know.  

Maybe he is even like you.  He's upstanding, moral, 

faithfully attends the services of the Temple, but 

doesn't make any connection between his proposed 

faith in God and the practical realities of daily life -- 

like human need.  Some find themselves thinking and 

saying things like, "Let the government take care of 

it." "There are agencies to deal with the problem." "I 

don't have the time or energy to care." “That's not 

my problem!" And Lazarus, who needs a hand-out, 

then a hand-up, gets only crumbs from the table, if 

he's lucky. 
 

But this story warns against something else: 

acceptance. Lazarus had become part of the 

scenery, just a piece of the landscape. He's there, 

every day, catching whatever scraps of bread he 

can and longing for more. "It's just the way things 

are," the rich man may have reasoned. "That's just  

 

Rev. Terry Brandt,  
terry@eandsynod.org  

Bishop 
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life." We get to this point because we all get weary of 

Lazarus. There seems to be so little we can do in the 

face of so massive a need. 
 

Did you know 730 million people wake up every 

morning with little hope of having enough to eat?   
Put them in single file, and they'll circle the globe 

twenty-five times. Four to five hundred of them will 

starve to death in the time it takes you to read this 

article. Here in North Dakota, the largest groups of 

hungry are the elderly and children.  Lazarus -- the 

great need that is Lazarus -- wears us down, and so it 

is easier just to give up -- to accept the tragedy of 

hunger ... to let the nameless and faceless ones just 

fade back and blend in with the background.    
 

Did you know we already produce enough grain 

alone to supply 3600 calories a day to every 

living human being?  
Hunger is a political issue in many places because of 

greed and oppressive governments.  World hunger 

will not yield to an occasional guerilla attack. Only a 

long and sustained response will do.   As the Eastern 

North Dakota Synod, we will provide a long and 

sustained response.  The theme for this year’s synod 

assembly is, “A Place at the Table”.  Together, we will 

discern how God is calling our agrarian region to 

respond to the needs of those who hunger. 
 

Did you know we Americans are one sixth of  

the world's population, but we consume forty 

percent of the world's resources?  
You may be wondering what you can do right now.  

Christians who will translate simpler lifestyles into more 

resources for helping others do make a difference. I 

know it wouldn’t hurt me to miss a meal (or maybe 

even fast for a day) and designate the money saved 

to ELCA World Hunger. Every dollar given to ELCA  

World Hunger goes directly to our home and foreign 

missionaries to use to feed people, to dig water wells, 

to build fish ponds, to improve agriculture, to teach 

nutrition, and to be on the spot with real help when 

natural disasters hit. 
 

Did know our synod is responding in amazing 

ways right now?  
It’s true!  I know it’s true because I see and hear about 

the thousands of pounds of food that is distributed 

through numerous congregations. I know because I 

see the dollars from this synod which goes to ELCA 

World Hunger.  I know because I have met people in 

this synod who are committed to addressing the root 

causes of hunger.  It has been said “the faith in the 

worship place connects with the pain at the gate”. I 

give thanks for a synod willing to see and respond to 

the “pain at the gate”.   
 

Christians who will not be comfortable with the 

tragedy of hunger make a difference.  Christians who 

will not accept the situation of Lazarus as inevitable 

and unchangeable make a difference.  So Jesus' 

story warns us not to quit caring and not to quit doing. 

Lazarus lies at the gate and needs a hand. As a 

Christian with resources, we are called to extend our 

hand and to offer our voice and our advocacy for 

Lazarus in a world which doesn't know his name or see 

his face.  Together, united and led by Jesus Christ, 

Eastern North Dakota can and will make an even 

greater difference in eradicating world hunger! 

 

In Christ, 

 

CALL PROCESS 

UPDATES 
 

Beginning the  

Call Process: 

 Faith, West Fargo;  

Pr. Dan DeBlock, interim 

 St. Mark’s, Grand Forks;  

Dave Adams and  

Pr. Mark Halaas, interims 

 Neche/Pembina;  

Ron Thompson, interim  

 St. Olaf, Devils Lake;  

Pr. Paul Balaban, interim 

 First, New Rockford;  

Pr. Thea Monson, 

interim  

 Grace, Oaks & 

Nazareth, Cogswell;  

Pr. Tina Mills, interim 

 Our Savior’s, Park River;  

Pr. Paul Trenne, interim 

 Norman, Kindred & 

Davenport, Davenport; 

Aanen Gjovik, interim 
 

Interviewing: 

 Trinity, Lisbon 

(Associate) 

 Atonement, 

Jamestown;  

Pr. Gary Lundberg, 

interim  

 

 Finley, Finley, Ostervold, 

Finley, Sheyenne Valley, 

Finley; Pr. Russ Pollock, 

interim  

 Prairie Rivers Parish 

(Calvary, Hankinson, 

Bergen, Lidgerwood, 

Wyndmere, Wyndmere) 

 Grafton, Grafton 

(Associate) 

 Calvary, Grand Forks 

 Mayville United 

Ministries; Pr. Chris 

Hallinger, interim 

 St. Mark’s, Fargo;  

Pr. Dan Heath, interim 

 

 Martin’s, Casselton;  

Pr. Luther Anderson, 

interim 

 Northern Cass Parish;  

Pr. Paula Mehmel, 

interim  

 Zoar, LaMoure & St. 

Ansgar, LaMoure;  

Pr. Denise Parrello, 

interim 

 First, Enderlin 
 

Study / On Hold: 

 Golden Ridge;  

Pr. Peter Schmidt and  

Pr. Roger Reinhart, 

interims 
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that of others—and not turn away from it. 

Acknowledging pain, we are compelled to bring 

healing. Living in the tension between God’s merciful 

will and the brokenness caused by human sin that the 

cross brings into greater relief, we can point to the 

ultimate victory of God even as we work to realize it in 

our communities. 

  Jesus didn’t die to make us happy. Jesus died so that 

his joy may be in us and that our joy may be 

complete. 
 

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. This column 

originally appeared in The Lutheran’s November 2015 issue.  

Reprinted with permission. 

Please help us welcome the newly assigned candidates to Eastern North Dakota! 
Additional candidates will be featured as their information becomes available. 

Hello! My name is Keith Walka and I am happy to be working 

with EaND Synod for a first call.  My wife, Sister Michelle Walka is 

a deaconess in the ELCA Deaconess community.  We grew up 

in the Tampa area of Florida and have been married six years.   

We found our way up north when going to Luther Seminary in St. 

Paul, MN.   

  We have navigated a few winters, tried Lutefisk, and enjoyed 

using our MN state park pass.  I appreciate times and spaces to 

explore new things and be creative.  We are grateful to those 

who have encouraged us as God continues to stretch us and 

open us up to new opportunities. 
 

                   God’s Peace,   

                       Keith  

Keith & Michelle Walka 

Hello!  My name is Ryan Jerome and I am a recent graduate (as of 

December 2015) of Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.  I am originally from 

Blaine, MN where I have lived most of my life.   

 I attended Bethel University in St. Paul, MN and graduated with a 

degree in Psychology.  It was while I was attending Bethel that I realized 

God was calling me to ministry and it’s been an incredible journey ever 

since.   

In my spare time, I enjoy reading, listening to music, watching movies/

TV/Netflix, and going on walks and attending sporting events with my 

fiancée Lauren, who is an elementary school teacher.  Lauren and I 

have been together for 8 years and I am truly blessed to have her love 

and support in my life.  We are both very excited to be a part of the 

Eastern North Dakota Synod and we cannot wait to see how God will 

work through us, through this synod, and through this Church.   
 

                   Blessings! 

                      Ryan 

Ryan Jerome 
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Coming to grips  

with happiness 

It’s a cultural thing, not 

at all the joy to be 

found in crucified Christ 

By Elizabeth A. Eaton 
 

In her book Smile or Die: 

How Positive Thinking 

Fooled America and the 

World, Barbara Ehrenreich 

wrote about the relentless 

pressure she faced to be 

upbeat while undergoing 

treatment for cancer. Any lapse in positive attitude 

would give aid and comfort to the cancer cells 

attacking her body and she would somehow be 

responsible for the failure of her treatment. Positive 

thinking leads to positive results that inexorably lead to 

happiness! 

The pursuit of happiness in American culture has 

become an obsession. Discomfort, unease and 

disease are to be avoided if possible and dealt with 

firmly with the aid of the appropriate analgesic—

medical, emotional, social or religious—if necessary. 

Tension in relationships or within oneself isn’t to be 

tolerated. Relief becomes the greater good. 

We have become a pain-averse, anesthetized 

society. We believe that everything is just right the 

way it is. Or at least we believe that everyone else 

leads a model life in a perfect family and finds 

happiness and fulfillment in an awesome career while 

doing Nobel Peace Prize-caliber volunteer work, 

dissertation-level research in their hobby of studying 

19th-century French rural history and working on 

sustainable organic gardening in their spare time. All 

effortlessly. And if we’re not living that vision of the 

good life, then we need to perk up. 

In this sense, happiness, as defined by our culture, is 

overrated. 

There are times in our lives when we should feel 

pain. There are times when tension shouldn’t be 

resolved too quickly. There are times when we should  

 

struggle. I’m not advocating the when-I-was-your-age-

we-walked-uphill-to-school-both-ways-in-the-snow-

while-chewing-on-lead-based-paint-and-wrapped-in-

asbestos kind of toughness. Rather, I’m raising the 

possibility that “happiness” that avoids all discomfort is 

a desperate and fruitless illusion. It’s life-dulling and 

can become a kind of captivity, an all-consuming 

search for relief that, significantly, leads to a life of 

consumption. We end up being desperately happy. 

Life in Christ offers an alternative. Joy. This is an 

active, living participation in the gracious love of God 

demonstrated in Christ’s death and resurrection. The 

crucifixion wasn’t a painless event. The Passion was 

Jesus’ deliberate stripping away of anything that 

could mitigate or dull the agony of sin and death 

assailing life and love. 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited, but emptied himself, taking on the form of 

a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death 

on a cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). 

This ultimate act of radical presence and 

vulnerability by a passionate God gives us life, hope 

and a future even and especially in the face of all of 

the ugly and deadly things life throws at us. This is 

diametrically opposed to a “happiness” that immures 

us in empty comfort. This is true joy. 

It’s an odd and difficult thing that the cross is a 

symbol of joy. It might be even more odd and difficult 

to believe and trust that a life conformed to the 

suffering, serving and death of Jesus is, in fact, the 

good life. The world offers “happiness”; Christ gives joy. 

The world wants “easy”; our life in Christ gives simplicity. 

The world promotes an anesthetized life; the cruciform 

life makes it possible for us to be completely present. 

The world touts positive thinking; we’re invited to have 

the same mind that is in Christ. 

And so, dear church, what form might this joy take? 

Joined in baptism to the death and resurrection of 

Christ we can be fully aware of suffering—our own and 

Rev. Elizabeth Eaton  
bishop@elca.org 

Presiding Bishop 

 

The book Five Practices of 

Fruitful Congregations by 

Robert Schnase is an excellent 

read that I highly recommend. 

One of the stories told in the 

book is about a long-time 

member and proud 

grandfather who stood at the 

baptismal font with his family 

for the baptism of his baby 

granddaughter. Another 

infant from another family that 

was new to the congregation 

was baptized at the same 

service.  

 

Following the service, the two 

families intermingled at the 

front of the sanctuary as they took turns taking 

pictures. At one point, the mother from the new family 

needed to get some things out of her bag, and the 

grandfather from the other family offered to hold her 

baby. Other church members were mixing and 

greeting, and several commended on the 

grandfather with the baby, and he found himself 

saying several times, “Oh, this one isn’t mine; I’m just 

holding him for a minute.” 
 

Monday morning the grandfather called the pastor at 

the church office and said he wanted to see him right 

away. The pastor assumed something was must be 

wrong. When the grandfather arrived, he told the 

pastor, “I want to change my will to include the  

 

 

church, and I want to talk to you about how to do 

that.” The pastor was stunned and couldn’t help 

asking about what brought the grandfather to  

this decision. The older man’s eyes moistened as he 

said, “Yesterday I realized something while I was 

holding that other baby, the one from the family that 

just joined the church. I kept telling people that wasn’t 

my child, but then it dawned on me that the baby 

was part of my family, part of my church family, and 

that I have a responsibility for that baby boy just like I 

have for my own granddaughter. I’ve been a 

member of this church for more than forty years, and 

in God’s eyes I’m a grandfather to more than just my 

own.  
 

This incredible gospel realization dawned on members 

of one of the congregations that had a ministry review 

earlier this year. At the beginning of the ministry 

review, one person shared a lament about there 

being no children in their congregation.  When the 

preliminary ministry review report was shared with the 

congregation, including what was learned about all 

the children who lived in the surrounding 

neighborhoods, many of whom lived with material 

poverty, the person who spoke the lament about 

there being no children in the church expressed a 

desire for the congregation to embrace these 

children as their own.  

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 

me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  
                        

                  Matthew 19:14 

Rev. Keith Zeh,  
keith@eandsynod.org  

Director for  

Evangelical Mission 

Are you a journalist?   

Do you like to write? 
We’re looking for writers 

and journalist from ELCA 

congregations who  

might consider sharing 

their talents once or  

twice a year. 

Those with gifts for writing, 

interviewing, videos, storytelling, and/or print 

layout should contact Maren Jystad-Spar, 

Communications Coordinator today!  

Maren@eandsynod.org 

Like us today!  Search:   
Eastern North Dakota Synod 

Eastern North Dakota Synod will be 

participating this year along with over  

300 other organizations. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

mailto:bishop@elca.org
mailto:keith@eandsynod.org
mailto:Maren@eandsynod.org


Are you looking to get 

involved with the planning of 

Synod Assembly or the Youth 

Summit? 
 

 

 

Contact Jakelle 

today for 

information on  

how you can share 

your gifts with the 

synod! 

Jakelle Cornell,  
jakelle@eandsynod.org  

Associate with the Bishop for  

Administration & Development 
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Greetings from ELCA 

World Hunger! 
 

How quickly the months have 

passed since the Change 

Maker’s Bike Ride last June.  It 

was such a great time to be in 

Eastern North Dakota and get 

to know you.  I especially 

remember the healthy young 

crops and beautiful fields as 

seen from the perspective of a 

bike seat on the open road!   

 

I think of you when reflecting 

on a new favorite scripture 

verse.  Last August, the ELCA 

Churchwide Office had an art 

sale to benefit ELCA World Hunger.  I was out of town, 

and colleagues made a purchase on my behalf.  It’s a 

large framed print of Psalm 85:10 – Justice and Peace 

Shall Kiss.  Psalm 85 is a beautiful Prayer for Peace. 

 

Thank you for all you do and our partnership in this 

venture we know as ELCA World Hunger!  It is such a 

call to be active as Church and through ELCA World 

Hunger.  Truly we accomplish so much more together 

than we could ever do alone.   

 

During the last few months, you have made the 

following milestones possible: 

 We have just announced the Walk for Water 

initiative supported by the Youth Gathering  

in Detroit received over $500,000 for matching 

and a total $1 million will support water ministries 

through ELCA World Hunger this year.  Thank 

you for the gifts by many congregations, 

families and friends in support of this effort!  In 

Detroit at the action center and Walk for Water 

experience, it was youth and adults from 

Hillsboro who were with us at the finish.  They 

walked 37 laps (3.7 miles) carrying up to 8 

gallons and 40 pounds to experience what it 

could be like to collect water on a daily basis. 

 In August the ELCA Malaria Campaign exceed 

the $15 million goal six months ahead of 

schedule.  You made it possible through your 

gifts in support of our companion churches in 13 

countries in sub-Saharan Africa for malaria 

education, prevention and treatment.  The 

ELCA has joined the world in reducing 

occurrence and death by malaria for women 

and young children while also transforming 

communities.  Malaria programs will continue in 

the future through the health ministries of ELCA 

World Hunger and aligned with the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

As we look ahead, there are new opportunities for 

action: 

 Have you seen the new Good Gifts 

catalog?  Good Gifts are building blocks and 

great descriptions of ELCA ministries.  And in a 

world where many of us have so much to be 

thankful for, we can teach others about 

abundance and gratitude through alternative 

giving.  As we plan for Advent and celebrate 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, Good Gift Fairs are 

a terrific way to show others how gifts to the 

ELCA make a difference.  Take a look and 

enjoy what some of the new gifts might provide 

through roosters, latrines and energy efficient 

cook stoves. 

 In 2016, ELCA World Hunger is the highlighted 

ministry in the Campaign for the ELCA.  Your 

next resource packet will arrive in mid-

November, and watch for our next organized 

activity as a Lenten Challenge and 40 Days of 

Giving.  As always, but we hope in a new and 

special way in the year ahead, Lent will be a 

faith-centering season for congregations, 

families and friends for devotion and action 

together in support of ELCA World Hunger.    

 

Thanks again for your special support and 

partnership.  We are so grateful for this opportunity 

that together, we envision a world of justice, peace 

and where all may be fed! 

Sharon 

Magnuson, 
Associate Director,  

ELCA World  

Hunger and  

Disaster Appeal 

Region 3 Hunger Retreat:  February 5th & 6th at Luther Crest Bible Camp 

This year we will join together in camaraderie and be inspired and better informed about hunger 

among Native Americans in our region. Our special resource person is Prairie Rose who will lead us 

to a greater understanding which, in her words, “starts by walking a mile in someone else's shoes, 

or at least walking far enough together to squirm a little.” Tell all of your friends about this great 

annual opportunity. Registration materials will be coming out in two weeks!      
 

Questions? Contact Ed Payne:  edpayne01@gmail.com     763.228.0567 

 

in conjunction with the 2016 EaND Synod Assembly 

More information coming soon! 

2016 Eastern North 

Dakota Synod Keynote 

Assembly Speaker:  

Shane Claiborne 
 
 

Shane Claiborne graduated 

from Eastern University and did 

graduate work at Princeton 

Seminary. In 2010, he received 

an Honorary Doctorate from 

Eastern. His adventures have 

taken him from the streets of 

Calcutta where he worked with Mother Teresa to the 

wealthy suburbs of Chicago where he served at the 

influential mega-church Willow Creek. As a 

peacemaker, his journeys have taken him to some of 

the most troubled regions of the world – from 

Rwanda to the West Bank – and he’s been on 

peace delegations in Afghanistan and Iraq.  

 

Shane is a founder and board member of  

The Simple Way, a faith community in inner city 

Philadelphia that has helped birth and connect 

radical faith communities around the world. He is 

married to Katie Jo, a North Carolina girl who also fell 

in love with the city (and with Shane). They were 

wed in St. Edwards church, the formerly abandoned 

cathedral into which homeless families relocated in 

1995, launching the beginning of the Simple Way 

community and a new phase of faith-based justice 

making.  

 

Shane writes and travels extensively speaking about 

peacemaking, social justice, and Jesus. Shane’s 

books include Jesus for President,  

Red Letter Revolution, Common Prayer, Follow Me to 

Freedom, Jesus, Bombs and Ice Cream, Becoming 

the Answer to Our Prayers – and his classic The 

Irresistible Revolution. He has been featured in a 

number of films including “Another World Is Possible” 

and “Ordinary Radicals.”  

His books are translated into more than a dozen 

languages. Shane speaks over 100 times a year, 

nationally and internationally.  

 

His work has appeared in Esquire, SPIN, Christianity 

Today, and The Wall Street Journal, and he has been 

on everything from Fox News and Al Jazeera to CNN 

and NPR. He’s given academic lectures at Harvard, 

Princeton, Brown, Liberty, Duke, and Notre Dame. 

Shane speaks regularly at denominational 

gatherings, festivals, and conferences around the 

globe. Follow him online at: 
 

Facebook: ShaneClaiborne 

Twitter: @ShaneClaiborne 
 

- See more at: http://www.redletterchristians.org/

shane#sthash.iHewzcZR.dpuf  
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